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FALL 2018 LOTUS NEWS
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

 
 
 

“The key to abundance is meeting limited circumstances with unlimited thoughts.” 
 

~Marianne Williamson.
 
The colder air of autumn draws us into ourselves to reflect on where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. 
At LOTUS, we planted seeds last February that yielded an abundant harvest.  We were awarded awarded a grant from Legal
Assistance to Victim’s in partnership with the Latina Resource Center of UMOS. This grant will expand our capacity to serve
survivors in Milwaukee, Racine and Appleton.  We will also be able to hire a second full-time attorney to service the high
needs for lawyers for sexual assault and trafficking victims in the eastern half of Wisconsin. It is truly an honor and a hefty
responsibility which we do not take lightly!  

https://www.lotuslegal.org/
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We are like the birds and the mice right now preparing for winter except we are preparing for the opposite of hibernation.  We
upgrading our technology, recruiting talent for positions, translating our materials into Spanish and Hmong, and completing
three months of strategic planning. We are at that complex place of making a life-changing difference for those we serve. We
are also reminded each day that there are not nearly enough of us at LOTUS to meet the needs of the survivors of sexual
assault.
 
Members of the team have been traveling and speaking on a program entitled Myths and Realities of Human Trafficking
throughout Wisconsin (Amery, Burlington, Mukwonago, Walworth, Sheboygan, Waukesha, New Berlin, Sun Prairie, and Sauk
City).  We taught parents and teens about how kids are groomed by traffickers and exploiters through the use of social media
apps.  We met with university officials to talk about how to better serve the victims of sexual assault on college campuses.  We
provided free legal services to victims of sexual violence and trafficking in over 40 cases.  We held our seventh "Untold Stories
Testimonial" writing workshop for 13 incredible survivors.  We presented training on legal services for trafficked persons in the
criminal justice system at the San Diego JuST (Juvenile Survivors of Sex Trafficking) conference with over 2,000 attendees.
 
It is the season of harvest and gratitude.  We are incredibly grateful!  As we grow and our needs grow, you are answering our
prayers for help and support.  We received gifts of money (most needed), fuzzy socks, gas/gift cards, handmade quilts,
handwritten “love notes” of affirmation to send to our clients when life is rough.  Please know that because of you, someone
found the courage to try to make it through another day.  As you give, we hope you receive the love and support needed in
your life too because everyone has an Untold Story.  Please remember us in your year-end giving.  We honor you with every
step we make toward fairness and justice for survivors.
 
Warmest,
Rachel

A SURVIVOR, INEZ
 

Inez is a survivor. She is strong, resilient, kind and committed. That is what sticks out the most about her. She is a survivor of
incredible trauma as a child, was abandoned by her mother,  was abused and taken advantage of by men, and so much
else. For decades she thought everything she had experienced was her fault. It is only in the last few years that she found
help and is slowly reframing her personal story.
 
A few years ago, Inez was receiving mental health and counseling services at the Aurora Healing Center when staff asked
her to participate in Denim Day. It was through those planning meetings that Inez was connected to LOTUS' Founder and
CEO, Rachel.

Inez shared her struggles and her journey toward healing with Rachel who was quick to refer her to “The Stories We Tell,” the
writing workshop as part of the LOTUS Untold Stories program. Inez loved the experience especially being able to share her
story in a personal and meaningful way. Inez has taken what she learned in the program and applied it to her everyday life. 
As an Untold Stories participant, Inez received a journal and she writes and draws daily to help her feel “unstuck.”
 
In addition to being a participant in Untold Stories, Inez has also received legal assistance from LOTUS. For years, Inez has
been carrying around a significant amount of shame because of her past, which at times included criminal behavior. LOTUS
has helped her vacate some of her criminal record which has made Inez very proud. After almost 36 years, Inez successfully
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went back to school and earned her GED. She went on to earn an associate's degree at Milwaukee Area Technical College
and is currently enrolled in a bachelor's program at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
 
While Inez still has bouts with depression, she remains committed to bringing light to the world. She maintains close
relationships with her daughters and grandchildren and is committed to giving back to the community. In Inez’s words, “There
is life and hope after being a victim. If you are a victim and don’t have support and don’t know where to start, start with LOTUS.
They can help you.”

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
BETTY SEEFELD

 
Betty learned of human trafficking about ten years ago. At the time, she was employed full-time but knew she wanted to help.
Soon after, a Facebook friend introduced her to Rachel Monaco-Wilcox, LOTUS Founder and CEO. Betty began with, “I’m not
sure how to help, but I want to help.” While new to the issues at the time, Betty has had a tremendously positive impact on the
lives of survivors of human trafficking across Wisconsin.
 
Betty is an experienced and extremely talented quilter. Betty turned her love and talent into a method of healing survivors.
Betty’s passion extended to her quilt guild in Baraboo and through word of mouth to guilds in Wausau, Rhinelander, Lodi, and
Sauk Prairie. Together, Betty and her quilting friends have donated more than 200 quilts in addition to some monetary gifts to
LOTUS. It was important to Betty that people who are hurting feel worthy of love again. She believes providing survivors with
quilts gives them something that is totally theirs and promotes feelings of safety, comfort, and peace.
 
Betty’s giving nature extends far beyond providing quilts. She has become quite involved in LOTUS' Untold Stories program,
by providing food and wall hangings for events that have been used as auction items. Most significantly, Betty served as a
friend and mentor to a LOTUS client, Stacy*. 

The two made contact when Stacy learned she was pregnant. As an experienced mother, Betty provided support and friendship
to Stacy on the phone and during home visits. The two became so close that Betty attended pre- and post-natal medical
appointments with Stacy in her role as a volunteer medical advocate for LOTUS. Betty is currently mentoring another LOTUS
client who is incarcerated.
 
*Name changed to protect confidentiality

LEVERAGING THE POWER OF OUR WORK 
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2018 has been a significant year for LOTUS Legal Clinic. UMOS and LOTUS recently received a substantial, three-year
federal grant from the Legal Assistance to Victims (LAV) program to expand legal services across eastern Wisconsin.  This
has prompted the board and staff to strategize about the organization’s future. As part of the plan, LOTUS has updated its
mission statement: Lotus Legal Clinic empowers survivors of sexual violence and trafficking. We provide direct, expert
legal services, advocacy and community education, and we invest in survivors as agents of change.
 
Our priorities include increasing access to our legal services through expansion of services across the state.  Expanding
our the legal team to help specialized populations, including adolescents, students in our schools and universities, and
tribal communities. LOTUS will harness the power of our partners and change agents that we have developed by
advancing policies and practices that support victims. LOTUS has the following vision: make Wisconsin a national model
for restoring the dignity, the rights and the voices of survivors of sexual violence. We appreciate the many donors,
volunteers, partners and change agents who already make this work happen and hope you will support and sustain our
momentum to grow.

LOTUS IS GROWING
 

Receipt of the LAV grant truly affirms national credibility for our small organization. This gift positions LOTUS to expand our
services and to hire an additional attorney to implement our mission.  As our reputation grows, we are also able to recruit
committed community members to serve on our board of directors. We are thrilled to announce that we now have a 14-
member Board.
 
Please join us in welcoming new board members (added in 2018): Julie Glynn of WaterStone Bank; Greg Schrieber of
Kerkman & Dunn; Aaron Bernstein, Galanis, Pollack, Jacobs & Johnson, S.C.; Christa Wittenberg of O’Neil, Cannon,
Hollman, DeJong & Laing S.C.
 
As always we are grateful for the service and support of our already committed board members: Dawn Helmrich (Board
President) of United Way of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha County; Thomas Lifvendahl of Mount Mary University and
Cardinal Stritch University; Barry Slagel, a retired Milwaukee County Court Commissioner; Janine Geske, a retired
Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice; Linda Kreig, a retired FBI special agent; Melissa Schneyde of U.S. Bank; Melissa Espin
of ManpowerGroup; Paula Strelitz, retired  from Midwest Express; and Steve Johnson of the Racine Youthful Offender
Correctional Facility.
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, 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

GIVING TUESDAY
 
Your gift on #GivingTuesday, November 27th, provides free legal help and advocacy training to survivors of sexual assault,
abuse and human trafficking. In 2017, we received more than 130 requests for legal assistance. Our estimates show an
average value of services provided by LOTUS to a single trafficking or sexual assault victim over the course of one year to
be at least $75,000. The need is urgent and the time is now. Can we count on your support?
 
#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving that harnesses the collective power of individuals, communities and organizations
to encourage philanthropy and to celebrate generosity worldwide. Following Thanksgiving and the widely recognized
shopping events of Black Friday and Cyber Monday, this year’s #GivingTuesday will take place on November 27th and will
kick-off the giving season by inspiring people to collaborate and give back.
 
As the holiday season approaches, we ask for your support to continue our mission. Visit our website to learn more about
our work and to make your donation today.  Thank you!

http://www.givingtuesday.org/
http://www.givingtuesday.org/
http://www.givingtuesday.org/
https://www.lotuslegal.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS & PRESENTATIONS

November 29, 2018 -   Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother (host)  All About Lotus Legal Clinic,  10 – 11:30 1103 E Irving
Ave, Oshkosh, WI, 54901
December 12, 2018  WI Anti Human Trafficking Advisory Council (Madison Dept. of Children and Family Services
Building) 
January 20, 2019 Tattoos for Triumph-  Stevens Point, WI (January 20, 2019) 

We are grateful for your support! Please help us continue to be the voice for victims of gender based violence and human
trafficking by making a gift today. Your investment is critical in allowing us to provide free legal counsel to help improve the

lives and protect the interests of survivors of sexual assault and human trafficking.

DONATE

LOTUS Legal Clinic, Inc. | 414.885.1469 | 11933 W. Burleigh Street, Suite 202, Milwaukee, WI 53222
info@lotuslegalclinic.org
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