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With significant pride, equally balanced with awe-struck humility, I write the 2020 quarter one LOTUS Legal
Clinic Newsletter. And in an unprecedented time in the whole world, my message in tone was altered in this
last month of the quarter, as we all face together what could and should be unifying: our shared purpose in
community building and protection, fighting to contain a world-wide pandemic; and taking care of each
other by understanding and acting like we are more than just ourselves alone.

I do wish that was overly-dramatic (you can hear the Star Wars Storm Trooper theme in the background),
except that it is not – and we at LOTUS join all of the multiple (social-media-over-whelming) voices of
reason and hope in sharing the basics:
 

1. get good information from credible sources you trust,
2. understand you are more than just yourself – you impact others, 
3. use both 1 and 2 to evaluate how, when and where take action.

 
You Matter. What you do matters. Who you touch, matters (ok, literally).

So in addition to the pride-filled status reporting of this LOTUS quarterly newsletter I am compelled to offer
the remarkable, note-worthy and chilling parallels in our own work at LOTUS, and the current state of siege
being experienced by (hopefully, on the side of public health) everyone. Because though no doubt this is
extremely frightening, is causing serious inconvenience and financial hardship, has disrupted regular life-
activities like school and work – which could have ripple effects moving into next year even (my daughter ’s
ACT and SAT tests were cancelled, so
scores delayed? College applications affected? (first world problems, but legit)) – this (COVID-19) is
temporary.

And, there is a response (fast enough or not, it is there). There is on-going research paying attention to the
cause, moving quickly for testing capabilities, and even vaccines. No one is blamed for having COVID 19 –
we comprehend the insidious and contagious nature that is beyond our control – we can take precautions
and do our part, that it could/will still happen and that’s not our fault, rather it’s the nature of the beast. And
if it does happen, self-quarantined people are being supported, encouraged, congratulated, recognized for
being responsible in the face of danger.
 
Yet everyday, survivors of sexual violence, exploitation and trafficking are not so “lucky.”

Keeping this in perspective, please think, just for a bit and with the tragic sense of irony, about the insidious,
destructive and terrifying nature of these crimes, and then the social and systems responses.

Survivors are not inconvenienced for a time, they are changed forever. There are not ripple effects for next
year, there are invisible (sometimes visible), and devastating scars for a lifetime: physical, social, emotional,
financial, in no way are these problems “temporary.”
 

And if we are honest and candid in our evaluation of the social and systems responses, most of the time for
these nightmares, the response makes the experience worse, not better. It is a fact that most often,
survivors try to bury the experience altogether exactly BECAUSE the response is so exacerbating,
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unpredictable and re-traumatizing even by family and friends, but especially by systems, like law,
employers, schools, and social constructs. And blame? Inescapable - even in their own minds.

And this never goes away. Until we understand the root of the problem; a lack of resources, sure, but a lack
of empathy, humanity, caring at the core of one human being for another with dignity and respect, this will
never go away.

Wouldn’t a vaccine be amazing? But we don’t know (yet) how to science ourselves out of this one.

But LOTUS. At LOTUS we do believe in survivors, in people to be better than systems, to work for change
inside of, and in spite of systems. And we’re doing it. We would love your help and support – and it’s not
hard, you don’t have to be socially-distanced, or self-quarantined (though we do and would appreciate
regular hand-washing). But right now, and everyday, you can
 

1. get good information from credible sources you trust – aha, see what I did there? That’s us in
Wisconsin (LOTUS Legal), or Polaris, for a national perspective, the actual AG’s report by Attorney
General Kaul to educate yourself to advocate in your own community for law enforcement training
near you, protocols for sexual assault evidence, and resources/training for SANE nurses, and call
us/reach out for any questions you may have, or providing a family member or friend with our contact
info as a resource;

2. understand you are more than just yourself – you impact others, demonstrate the same care and
concern for all human beings in need of assistance, if you see something, say something – trust your
gut, ask the question of a person who looks like they may be struggling or sad, your compassion
could be more powerful than anything else, don’t save it up – it is absolutely (thankfully) a renewable
and growing resource; and

3. use both 1 and 2 to evaluate how, when and where take action. You Matter. So does your neighbor,
your colleague, your great Aunt Sasha’s sister ’s cousin. What you do matters. Your interaction on a
daily basis, how you talk to and about, and treat others: your kids, your kids’ friends, your co-worker,
your neighbor’s son’s basketball coach matters. You know you remember that kind word from 3rd
grade, or a harsh one in middle school – those things shape us, they have shaped you. You have a
sphere of influence. How are you using it?

LOTUS, in Wisconsin alongside a growing number of partners, is doing amazing work to address this at
every level. We can always use your help, in a donation, and in how you talk about, think about, act about
human dignity for all, and the impact of trafficking and sexual and gender violence, for survivors and those
who love and support them. YOU matter.

So you need to stay healthy, think happy, be grateful and know that you can make a difference. We may not
have a vaccine (yet), but we are committed to keep working on it.

 
QUARTER 1, 2020: SOME ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 

https://lotuslegalclinic.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/lotuslegal.org
https://lotuslegalclinic.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/polarisproject.org/
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/sites/default/files/news-media/1.9.20_HT_Data_Report.pdf)
https://lotuslegalclinic.dm.networkforgood.com/emails/(https://lotus-legal-clinic-inc.networkforgood.com/projects/60211-together-werise)
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In addition to regular caseloads (combined ~35), attorneys conducted training/presentations to
Milwaukee Prosecutors Office and Victim/Witness, Milwaukee Junior League, Woman’s Club of
Wisconsin and a collaborative effort in Burlington for sexual assault awareness, along with 5 other
support providers and survivors.
On-going: additional successes in accomplishing immigration status determinations in the federal
agencies, as well as vacatur and expungement successes.
Austin Reece, Director of Survivor Empowerment, and myself testified in Madison as members of the
Attorney General’s Sexual Assault Response Team regarding Assembly Bill 844, to ensure survivor ’s
perspective and voice informed the legislative process.
Survivor Writers opportunity via LOTUS-sponsorship at the Woodland Pattern Poetry Event.
Extended direct service to Ashland County and Northwestern Wisconsin, to initiate/cement
partnerships throughout the state.
Promoted unique LOTUS profile with tailored-to-service location option for Survivor Empowerment
with an office and work-space in Sherman Phoenix (within art co-op).
Currently still responding to the public health crisis, we are nimble, ready and able, with implemented
Safer at Home compliance and best practices, maintaining continuity of services and explicit outreach
and connection with clients and partners.

 
 
 
 

We are fortunate to have a Team, mission and support that is steadying in this uncertain time. We are committed
to the health, safety and well-being of our clients, Team and community – now and always. We hope you, your
families and friends are well and continue to be.

Partnerships continue to build, and working together we are addressing novel and unique problems that we
cannot predict, measure or describe at this time. There is no doubt that more is coming. And LOTUS is ready to
act.
 
Take good care, (no touching)
 
Kate Knowlton
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LOTUS Legal Clinic
2515 N. 124th Street, Suite 201

Brookfield, WI 53005
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